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Boca, Spanish for "mouth" or "river mouth,” was the location where the Central Pacific (1869) crossed the mouth of the Little Truckee River.  In 1868, 
during construction of the CP, the Boca Lumber Company logged the lower watershed of the Little Truckee River and used the river to float logs to its 
mill on the CP at Boca, where the logs were cut into ties and other lumber in support of CP construction. In 1872, a 2-mile-long railway (not shown on 
the SWRRH Map) was built up the Little Truckee River to transport ice cut from frozen ponds built for the purpose. In 1886, the Lewis brothers opened a 
sawmill at this location 17 miles north of Boca to access the nearest uncut timber. They started by hauling their lumber from the mill to the CP (1869) 
using horses and wagons, then switched to steam traction engines in 1888. These huge machines weighed 29 tons and were basically steam locomotives 
on six foot diameter steel wheels. The steering was accomplished by a single front wheel and they hauled four to six trailers loaded with lumber behind 
them. As logging continued to move north in the 1890’s, the Lewis’ built a mill at the ranching town of Loyalton in the Sierra Valley, 9 miles north of the 
1886 Lewis Mill. In 1900, the Lewis's incorporated the Boca & Loyalton Railroad to build a standard gauge railroad to the Loyalton mill and in the 
summer of 1901 completed the line from the CP (1869), by then Southern Pacific, at Boca northward past the original 1886 mill (this location) to 
Loyalton. Loyalton became a lumber boomtown and there were many narrow and standard gauge spurs and branches from the B&L (1901) to serve the 
logging camps and mills. The ranchers of the Sierra Valley shipped beef cattle, dairy products, sheep, wool, hay, and grains south on the B&L. In the 
following several years, the extension of the B&L continued northwest across the Sierra Valley to Beckwourth, where it crossed the narrow gauge Sierra 
Valley Railway (1896). Lawsuits and a physical confrontation occurred before the crossing was allowed, and spurs were built west to Portola and north 
up Grizzly Creek and the Clover Valley (not shown on the SWRRH Map).  
 
In 1905, the B&L was sold to a subsidiary of the Western Pacific Railroad, then planning to build its Feather River Route and connect to the B&L in the 
Sierra Valley. The WP shipped all of its construction materials on the B&L (1901) during 1908-09. Once the WP was completed, freight traffic on the B&L 
dropped off between Boca and Loyalton and in 1917 the WP abandoned the line between Boca and Loyalton, including this location near the original 
1886 Lewis Mill. Portions of the grade between Boca and Loyalton were again used in the 1930's by the Hobart Estate Company for its logging operations 
(not shown on the SWRRH Map). Track is still in place north of Loyalton, where it operated as the WP Loyalton Branch until about 2000. 
 
Southward view (toward Boca) of the B&L (1901) at the site of the 1886 Lewis Mill; the tracks were removed in 1917 and the grade was repurposed as 
Smithneck Road, which follows Smithneck Creek all the way to Loyalton. Informational displays commemorate the B&L and Lewis Mill. 
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Northward view (toward Loyalton) of the B&L (1901), now Smithneck Road, at the same location as previous. 
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We have moved 2 miles south to the summit of the B&L (1901) on the drainage divide between Smithneck Creek to the north and the Little Truckee River 
to the south. This drainage divide is part of the Pacific Crest; Smithneck Creek flows to the Feather River and ultimately to the Pacific Ocean and the 
Little Truckee River flows to the Truckee River and ultimately to Pyramid Lake, a terminal lake in the great basin. 
 
Northward view (toward the previous location, Loyalton, and the Feather River) of the B&L (1901)/Smithneck Road at the grade summit. There was once 
a turning wye here but I could find no evidence of it on the ground or in satellite imagery. 
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Southward view (toward Boca) of the B&L (1901) at the same location as previous at the grade summit. 
 
 
 

 


