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Construction of the Gila Valley, Globe & Northern Railway began in 1884 from a junction with the Southern Pacific mainline at Bowie, Arizona. Before 
completion to the mining town of Globe in 1899, the railroad came under the control of the Arizona Eastern Railroad.  The AE extended the line 10 miles 
to the mines at Miami, Arizona, in 1909, and merged into the SP system in 1924. SP sold the Bowie-Miami line to Kyle Railroad in 1988 and was 
purchased by shortline holding company StatesRail in 1995 and by RailAmerica in 2001. RailAmerica sold the railroad to Permian Basin Railways in 
2004.  From 2008 to 2011, weekend excursion service under the name Copper Spike operated from Globe to the Apache Gold Hotel Casino near San 
Carlos.  
 
This northwestward view of the GVG&N on the eastern outskirts of Globe shows some small mining facilities in the distance. 
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SP steam on display in Globe. 
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The GVG&N runs through a main street in Globe. 
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The Globe depot and the GVG&N line. 
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The beginning of the AE Miami Extension on the west side of Globe required a substantial bridge. 
 
 
 

 


