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Construction of the Gila Valley, Globe & Northern Railway began in 1884 from a junction with the Southern Pacific mainline at Bowie, Arizona. Before 
completion to the mining town of Globe in 1899, the railroad came under the control of the Arizona Eastern Railroad.  The AE extended the line 10 miles 
to the mines at Miami, Arizona, in 1909, and merged into the SP system in 1924. SP sold the Bowie-Miami line to Kyle Railroad in 1988 and was 
purchased by shortline holding company StatesRail in 1995 and by RailAmerica in 2001. RailAmerica sold the railroad to Permian Basin Railways in 
2004.  From 2008 to 2011, weekend excursion service under the name Copper Spike operated from Globe to the Apache Gold Hotel Casino near San 
Carlos.  
 
The AE Miami Extension is in the foreground and the Miami ore processing facilities are on the hill in the distance.  The railroad climbs the hill via a 
switchback that leaves the mainline west (to the left) of this northward view. 
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Sidings and car storage on the AE Miami Extension in Miami.  Note the tailings pile in the distance. 
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The AE Miami Extension mainline continues up the valley in this westward view and the switchback for the Miami ore processing facilities veers to the 
right. 
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The AE Miami Extension mainline peters out beyond the switchback for the Miami ore processing facilities.  Note the old mining headworks in the 
distance. 
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The AE Miami Extension mainline and an old, pre-highway branch near the end-of-track. 
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The SP Miami Depot near the end-of-track of the AE Miami Extension. 
 
 
 

 


