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In 1881, construction of the D&RG (1883n) narrow gauge mainline reached Gunnison, Colorado, where the D&RG continued building both westward to 
complete its mainline to Utah and northward to the mining center of Crested Butte, which was reached in 1881.  Crested Butte produced primarily coal 
but also silver and gold.  By 1955, the D&RG Crested Butte Branch (1881n) and the entire D&RG (1883n) narrow gauge mainline were abandoned.   
 
Southeastward view of the Crested Butte Depot for the D&RG Crested Butte Branch (1881n).  The D&RG built the Depot on 1883.  Historical photos 
show at least two tracks on this side of the building.  An 1888 topo map shows that spurs led from here to the mines.  The Depot was active until the 
tracks were removed in 1954.  Rehabilitation of the Depot spanned four years from 2012 - 2016 and now houses offices for the High Country 
Conservation Advocates and the freight room and the south end of the building are available for rent for events and meetings. 
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Southwestward view of the other side of the Crested Butte Depot.   
 
 

 


